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Ardeer Primary School 

Newsletter 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families, 

This term, our improvement focus continues to centre on high-quality 

literacy instruction, particularly in reading, phonics and writing. Across all 
year levels, teachers are implementing structured and evidence-informed 
practices to strengthen students’ decoding, fluency, comprehension and 
written expression. In the early years, there is a strong emphasis on 
systematic phonics, while in the middle and senior years we are deepening 
students’ vocabulary, comprehension strategies and writing craft. 

A key driver of this work is our consistent use of assessment and data. 
Teachers regularly analyse student progress to inform planning, provide 
targeted support and ensure appropriate extension. This enables us to 

respond quickly and deliberately to student needs. 

Students are also actively engaged in goal setting. Clear learning goals 
and success criteria help students understand what they are working 
towards and what improvement looks like. Through feedback and 
reflection, students are building greater ownership of their learning. 

As always, our approach is underpinned by high expectations for learning 
and behaviour. Clear routines, respectful conduct and strong engagement 
create the conditions for every student to succeed. 

If you have any questions about your child’s learning or wellbeing progress, 

please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher in person or via 
Seesaw. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Mifsud 

February 19th, 2026 

Key Dates 
--- 

Meet the Teacher BBQ 

Monday 23rd February 

4:30pm- 5:30pm 

--- 

Subway Lunch #1 

Wednesday 25th February 

--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Away) 

 (Ardeer vs Albion North) 

Friday 27th February 

--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Away) 

 (Ardeer vs Ardeer South) 

Friday 6th March 

--- 

Labour Day- (Public Holiday) 

Monday 9th March 

--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Away) 

 (Ardeer vs Mother of God) 

Friday 13th March 

--- 

NAPLAN Testing 

Wednesday 11th March - Monday, 
23rd March (Years 3 & 5 only) 

--- 
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families,  
 
This year, we will once again be celebrating our Attendance Heroes. Here Everyday, 
Ready and On-time (HERO).  
 
It is very important that your child is at school every day unless they have a medical 
condition that prevents them from attending, in this case and where possible, a medical 
certificate should be provided.  
We know that attendance has a significant link to student achievement at school, and 
overall access to opportunities later in life, so every day really does count!  
I will reach out to support families who are having difficulty in having their child attend 
and arrive on-time each day and provide referrals for both internal and external support 
when needed.  
 
NAPLAN will be taking place for our Grade 3 and 5 students over the course of Week 7 
and 8 of this term. Some NAPLAN assessments are scheduled to begin just after the start 
of the school day so it is essential that students are arriving on time during this period. 
Further information will be provided in upcoming Compass posts for parents of these two 
cohorts. If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s participation in 
NAPLAN, please get in touch with me.  
 
‘Glasses for Kids’ attended our school on Monday of this week and will be supporting a 
number of students to access free glasses. If you have any questions or concerns about 
the letter you received following your child’s session on Monday, please come see me.  
 
Our very popular breakfast club is back in full swing on Thursday mornings from 8.15am. 
Please pop in and say hello if you are around on a Thursday morning!  
 
Hollie Winfield  
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Since the start of Term One, students across Ardeer Primary School have been engaging in 

explicit SWPBS mini lessons to reinforce our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Safety. 

These short, targeted lessons are designed to clearly teach students what our values look like, 

sound like and feel like in different school settings. Rather than assuming students “just know” 

what to do, we take the time to model, practise and discuss expected behaviours so that every 

child feels confident and supported. 

Here is how this looks across our school: 

In the classroom, students are learning to: 

-Listen respectfully when others are speaking 

-Take responsibility for their learning and belongings 

In the playground, students are practising how to: 

-Take turns in games and use kind language 

-Follow game rules 

-Use equipment safely 

In shared spaces such as the library, toilets and hallways, students are being reminded to: 

-Move quietly and respectfully 

-Care for school property 

Teachers model these behaviours, provide opportunities for role-play, and acknowledge 

students when they demonstrate our values. You may hear your child talking about the 

expectations for different areas of the school or sharing how they have been recognised for 

positive behaviour. 

By consistently teaching and reinforcing these expectations, we are building a strong, positive 

school culture. 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

We will be holding our annual Mother’s Day stall on Thursday 7th May 

There will be a selection of gifts specifically for mums. Please enclose $7 in the envelope 
attached and return it to school by Friday 1st May. 

There will be a range of gift pack bundles for students to select from. These will comprise 
of 2-3 items in each bundle. There will be a limit of 1 bundle per student this year. 

Children that have paid and happen to be away on the Thursday can choose a gift on the 
following Monday. 

STUDENT VOICE AND AGENCY @ APS 

At last week’s assembly I announced the students that were selected as part of the APS 
2026 Student Voice Team. It gives me great pleasure to announce the following students 

that will be part of this very important team here at the school: 

Renata 

Layla 

Katerina 

AJ 

Lincoln 

 

Poutasi 

Fatima 

Bill Ho 

Freddy 

Sara 

 
I look forward to working with these students as the lead a range of passion projects, 

advocate for themselves and their fellow student body and support continuous 
improvement here at the school. 
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SPECIAL SUBWAY LUNCH 

The school will be continuing our partnership with Canteen Hub and Subway in Term 1. 

Parents will have the opportunity to place an order from a limited Subway menu for their 
child which will then be delivered to the school at 1PM. Order will then be distributed to 

students in readiness for the school's lunch break at 1:15PM. 

There will be two opportunities scheduled this term, and these will take place on 
Wednesday 25th February and Wednesday 25th March 2026. 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register register and register as a new user. (Attached is a 
user guide for your reference)  

  Ordering closes – 10.00am on the day prior (Tuesday). 

-All orders will be delivered in separate class cartons, and each lunch will be clearly 
labelled. Parental Support is available via the link below or using the HELP function on the 

website – 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhuband register as a new 
user. (Attached is a user guide for your reference) 

 

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register
https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhub
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COMMUNICATION WITH SCHOOL STAFF POLICY 

Please find below important information in relation to our school ‘Communication with School Staff Policy.’ 
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WEEKLY ASSEMBLIES 

A reminder that our end of week celebration assemblies take place under the COLA on a 
Friday at 2:50pm. Each class will have an opportunity to lead and showcase their work at 
this assembly. It is also a wonderful opportunity to come together as a school community, 
connect and celebrate the wonderful achievements of our amazing students. It would be 
great to see as many families as possible at this event, ending the week on a very positive 
note. This week our assembly (Friday February 6th) will be led by our Grade 4/5 students.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We have a number of upcoming exciting events scheduled here at the school and we 
would love your help. This includes our Colour Explosion Fun Run that will be held on 

Tuesday March 31st, 2026, and Mother’s Day Stall on Thursday 7th May 2026. If you can 
help in support of these events, please contact the school and speak with John. 

END OF TERM 1- EARLY DISMISSAL 

A reminder that Thursday 2nd April will be the last day of term 1. Students will be 
dismissed at the earlier time of 2:15PM. We please ask that families make suitable 

arrangements for the collection of students at this earlier time. The TheirCare OSHC 
program will be operating at the earlier time of 2:15PM if families require care for their 

children.  

This will also be an out of school uniform day. Students that attend school out of school 
uniform are asked to please bring along a gold coin donation. All money raised will be 

used to support the ongoing resourcing of all lunch time clubs.  
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Thank you in advance for helping make our school the amazing place it is! This term, 
we’re excited to launch our Monty the Monstar Fun Run, raising funds for resourcing our 

lunch time clubs. 

How Do We Fundraise? 

It’s super easy! Simply go to myprofilepage.com.au, click register and create a 
cybersafe online profile for your child. Once you’re set up, share the link with family and 

friends to collect online donations. Please note: this is an online-only fundraiser—any 
cash donations must be converted online before 31/3/26. 

Raise just $10 online and receive a prize for your awesome fundraising efforts! When the 
fundraiser finishes, students will need to login and order prizes based on their 

donations. Students can mix and match up to a total of five prizes based on their 
donations or choose to give back to one of the six amazing causes - The Great Barrier 

Reef Foundation (coral planting or turtle protection), Carbon Neutral (tree planting), 
OzHarvest (providing meals to those in need ), The Starlight Foundation (bring 

happiness to sick kids) or Dolly’s Dream (end bullying in schools). 

Event Information 

When: Tuesday 31st March 2026, 10:00AM 

Where: School Oval 

• Students must be wearing a white T-shirt in order to participate. 

• Each student will also receive a pair of sunglasses and a headband! 

• Students are required to wear closed-in shoes! 

• Students will be covered in non-toxic, biodegradable colour powder and slime! 

We look forward to seeing the students all bright and colourful on the day of our Monty 
the Monstar Fun Run! Let’s fundraise, have fun and make a difference! 

COLOUR EXPLOSION 2026 

https://myprofilepage.com.au/
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 

🧩 Maths Is About Problem Solving! 

Did you know that in today’s classrooms, maths is not just about getting the right answer? 

Under the Victorian Curriculum Version 2.0, students learn to become confident problem-solvers who can apply maths in real-

life situations. 

Across all primary year levels, we focus on helping students to: 

• ✔ Understand the problem 

• ✔ Choose helpful strategies 

• ✔ Explain their thinking 

• ✔ Reflect on whether their answer makes sense 

 

🧠 What Does Problem-Solving Look Like? 

In class, your child might: 

• Draw diagrams or models 

• Use materials or visual supports 

• Break a problem into smaller parts 

• Estimate before calculating 

• Try more than one strategy 

This builds deep understanding and independence. 

 

🏡 How Families Can Support at Home 

You can build problem-solving skills with simple conversations: 

When your child is stuck: 

• “What is the problem asking?” 

• “What do you already know?” 

• “Can you try a smaller example?” 

• “Is there another way?” 

Avoid jumping straight to showing them how. Giving them time to think builds confidence. 

 

🌱 Encouraging Persistence 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 

 

🌱 Encouraging Persistence 

It’s normal for maths to feel challenging at times. Instead of saying: 

❌ “That’s too hard.” 

Try: 

✅ “Let’s take it step by step.” 

 ✅ “What could you try first?” 

 ✅ “Mistakes help your brain grow.” 

Confidence grows when children feel safe to try. 

 

📚 Why This Matters 

The Victorian Curriculum 2.0 aims to develop students who: 

• ✔ Think critically 

• ✔ Solve unfamiliar problems 

• ✔ Apply maths in everyday life 

• ✔ Approach challenges with resilience 

These skills support learning not just in maths, but across all subjects. 

 

Thank you for partnering with us to build strong, confident maths learners. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- - (LITERACY CON’T) 

        Reading and Understanding the Big 6    

Reading is more than sounding out words — it is the foundation for lifelong learning and success. 

Strong readers are built through six essential components known as the Big 6. When these skills 

are taught clearly and practiced consistently, children develop confidence and independence as 

readers. 

Oral Language 

Before children read, they must understand and use spoken language. Vocabulary, listening skills, 

sentence structure, and storytelling all build the foundation for reading success. 

 At home: Ask open-ended questions during reading and have your child retell the story. 

Phonological Awareness 

This is the ability to hear and play with sounds in spoken words — such as rhyming, counting 

syllables, and identifying beginning sounds. Phonemic awareness (working with individual 

sounds) is especially critical. At home: Play rhyming games or ask what sound a word starts with. 

Phonics 

Phonics connects letters to sounds. It allows children to decode unfamiliar words and spell 

accurately. Strong phonics skills reduce guessing and build independence.  At home: Practice 

blending sounds together (e.g., /c/ /a/ /t/ = cat). 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the collection of words we understand and use. The more words children know, the 

better they comprehend what they read. At home: Introduce a “word of the day” and use it in 

conversation. 

Fluency 

Fluency means reading accurately, smoothly, and with expression. When reading becomes 

automatic, children can focus on meaning. At home: Encourage rereading favorite books to build 

confidence and flow. 

By understanding and supporting the Big 6, we help children become confident readers who are 

ready to learn, imagine, and succeed. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- - (LITERACY CON’T) 

Comprehension 

Comprehension is the ultimate goal — understanding and thinking about what is read. It brings all 

the other skills together. At home: Ask questions like, “What was the most important part? Why?” 

Building a Culture of Reading at Home                  

• Read aloud daily — even with older children.          

• Visit the library regularly. 

• Let your child see you reading. 

• Celebrate effort and progress. 

• Offer a variety of reading materials. 

By understanding and supporting the Big 6, we help children become 

confident readers who are ready to learn, imagine, and succeed. 
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All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If 

you have not connected and require a new sign in code, 

please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 
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