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Ardeer Primary School 

Newsletter 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families, 

At the heart of our work each day are our school’s values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Safety. As always, one of our core focus areas 
remains on student wellbeing and engagement, grounded firmly in 
these principles.  

We know that students learn best when they feel safe, connected and 
valued. This means creating classrooms where every child experiences 
a strong sense of belonging, feels confident to take learning risks, and is 
supported both socially and emotionally. Our staff are intentional in 
building strong relationships, embedding consistent routines, and 

providing opportunities for every learner to experience success. 

A key part of this work is our commitment to School-Wide Positive 
Behaviour Support (SWPBS). Our SWPBS framework provides clarity 
and consistency in how we learn and work together as a community. By 
explicitly teaching and reinforcing what Respect, Responsibility and 
Safety look like across all settings including the classroom, yard and 
when representing our school in the wider community, we ensure 
students understand and can demonstrate our shared expectations.  

Recently, our SWPBS Team, of which I am proud to be a member 

dedicated a full day to reviewing data, reflecting on our progress and 
refining priorities as we develop our 2026 Action Plan. This important 
planning ensures our approach remains evidence-informed, consistent 
and responsive to the needs of our students. Thank you to families for 
reinforcing these expectations at home; consistency between school 
and home makes a significant difference. 

March 5th, 2026 

Key Dates 
--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Away) 

 (Ardeer vs Ardeer South) 

Friday 6th March 

--- 

Labour Day - (Public Holiday) 

Monday 9th March 

--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Away) 

 (Ardeer vs Mother of God) 

Friday 13th March 

--- 

AFL Footy Clinic 

Friday 13th March  

3:30pm – 4:30pm 

--- 

Interschool Sports- (Grade 4/5 & 
5/6) -(Home) 

 (Ardeer vs Glengala) 

--- 

Subway lunch 

Wednesday 25th March 

--- 

Harmony Day  

Thursday 26th March 

--- 

Colour Explosion                      
Tuesday 31st March- 10:00am  
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families,  

It was so lovely to see so many people attend our Meet the Teachers BBQ last week. It was a great 
opportunity to connect with families and enjoy a yummy sausage in bread. 

We currently have 45 students on track to be an Attendance Hero for Term One! We will celebrate our 
Term One heroes with a delicious pizza lunch. Remember that everyday counts and being on time each 
day is vital to support learning and wellbeing. When students arrive on time, they can fully engage with 

the activities and don’t miss out on any important instructions or interactions.  

Students in Grades 3 and 5 will begin completing NAPLAN next week. Some NAPLAN assessments are 
scheduled to begin just after the beginning of the school day. Please ensure children arrive on time 
(8.45am) so they are ready to go.  

Hollie Winfield 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE (CONT) 

By embedding Respect, Responsibility and Safety into our wellbeing focus, our SWPBS structures and our 
commitment to student voice, we continue 

We are also strengthening opportunities for student voice within this framework. When students have 
genuine input into their learning and school environment, engagement and motivation increase. Through 

student leadership groups, classroom meetings, surveys and structured feedback opportunities, students 
are encouraged to share their ideas and perspectives. Their insights help shape our decisions and 
reinforce their sense of responsibility and belonging. to build a positive and inclusive learning community 
where every child feels supported, empowered and safe to succeed. 

By embedding Respect, Responsibility and Safety into our wellbeing focus, our SWPBS structures and our 

commitment to student voice, we continue to build a positive and inclusive learning community where 
every child feels supported, empowered and safe to succeed. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in upholding and modelling these shared values. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Mifsud 
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STUDENT VOICE AND AGENCY @ APS 

It was a real pleasure to meet with our Student Voice Team at our first official meeting. At this meeting 
we worked together to develop our meeting norms and expectations. The students did an amazing job 

with this task, and we managed universal agreement that the below behaviours will be evident during all 
meetings: 

At Ardeer Primary School during all meeting, team members will: 

• Actively participate 
• Remain on topic and focused on the meeting’s purpose 

• Share ideas and resources 
• Be punctual to meetings 

• Be responsible for bringing evidence and resources to the meeting 
• Challenge opinions respectfully 

• Celebrate our successes, provide support and feedback 
• Value all members opinions and contributions 

• Avoid distractions and interruptions- avoid individual conversations 

Each member of the SVT will have the opportunity to lead these meetings as Chair and with all students 
contributing by discussing the things that matter most to them and their fellow peers. I look forward to 

seeing the work from this forum continue to develop over the course the year and will keep you updated.  

HARMONY DAY 2026 

Our annual Harmony Day special event at the school will be taking place on Thursday 26th March 2026. 

Ardeer PS will hold a day to embrace just how diverse our school community is. 

Between 9:00am – 9:30am, families are invited to join us under the COLA four our whole school parade 
and celebration under the COLA. Students will then be participating in a range of in class activities 

aligned with this special day. 

We encourage all students to come to school in traditional costume. It is not an out of uniform day so 
students should only come to school in their uniform, in traditional costume or in national sports gear. 

Dress up ideas include clothing in national colours, country flags and national sports apparel. For ideas 
and more information, please come and see us. Students can also wear orange as it is the official 

Harmony Day colour. 

 

.  
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Our SWPBS Behaviour Matrix is a simple chart that shows the positive behaviours we expect from 
students in different parts of the school, such as the classroom, playground and toilets. 

. The matrix explains what our school values look like in everyday situations, so students clearly 
understand what is expected. 

By teaching and reinforcing these behaviours, we support students to develop positive habits and 
contribute to a calm, caring school community. A link to the matrix can be found here.  

https://www.ardeerps.vic.edu.au/page/233/SWPBS


5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL SUBWAY LUNCH 

The school will be continuing our partnership with Canteen Hub and Subway in Term 1. 

Parents will have the opportunity to place an order from a limited Subway menu for their child which will 
then be delivered to the school at 1PM. Order will then be distributed to students in readiness for the 

school's lunch break at 1:15PM. 

There will be two opportunities scheduled this term, and these will take place on Wednesday 25th 
February and Wednesday 25th March 2026. 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register register and register as a new user. (Attached is a user guide for 

your reference)  

  Ordering closes – 10.00am on the day prior (Tuesday). 

-All orders will be delivered in separate class cartons, and each lunch will be clearly labelled. Parental 
Support is available via the link below or using the HELP function on the website – 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhuband register as a new user. (Attached is 
a user guide for your reference) 

 

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register
https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhub


6 
 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 

📊 Supporting Your Child in Maths & NAPLAN (Grades 3 & 5) 

At our school, mathematics teaching follows the Victorian Curriculum Version 2.0, which focuses on developing confident, 

capable problem-solvers. 

For students in Grade 3 and Grade 5, NAPLAN is one opportunity to demonstrate their learning. While NAPLAN is just one 

snapshot, strong mathematical thinking and confidence make a big difference. 

 

🧠 What NAPLAN Assesses in Mathematics 

NAPLAN focuses on skills developed every day in the classroom, including: 

✔ Number and place value 

✔ Fractions and decimals 

✔ Measurement and time 

✔ Patterns and algebraic thinking 

✔ Interpreting data and graphs 

✔ Problem-solving and reasoning 

The best preparation is consistent learning, not last-minute cramming. 

 

🏠 How Families Can Help at Home 

1️⃣ Build Strong Number Sense 

Practise basic number facts (especially multiplication facts for Grade 3 & 5). 

Estimate answers before calculating. 

Ask: “Does that answer make sense?” 

2️⃣ Encourage Problem-Solving Talk 

Instead of giving the answer, ask: 

“What is the question asking?” 

“What information is important?” 

 

3️⃣ Practise Real-Life Maths 

Read timetables 

Compare prices while shopping 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY CON’T) 

3️⃣ Practise Real-Life Maths 

Read timetables 

Compare prices while shopping 

Measure ingredients when cooking 

Interpret graphs in newspapers or online 

 

✏️ Practical NAPLAN Tips for Students 

For Grade 3 & 5 students: 

Read the question carefully — sometimes twice. 

Underline key information. 

Estimate before solving. 

Show working out where possible. 

If unsure, eliminate answers that don’t make sense. 

Check answers if time allows. 

Remind children: 

Slow and careful thinking is better than rushing. 

 

🌱 Supporting Wellbeing During NAPLAN 

Help your child by: 

Keeping routines consistent 

Ensuring good sleep 

Providing a healthy breakfast 

Reassuring them that NAPLAN does not define them 

A calm and positive mindset helps children perform at their best. 

 

⭐ Our Shared Goal 

Through the Victorian Curriculum 2.0, we aim to develop students who: 

Think flexibly 

Explain their reasoning 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (LITERACY) 

Scholastic Book Club at Our School 

Scholastic Australia is a leading educational publisher and distributor specializing in children’s literature, educational 

resources, and literacy programs. Established in 1968, it operates as the Australian arm of Scholastic Inc., serving schools, 

libraries, and families nationwide. The company is recognized for its Book Club and Book Fair programs, central to 

promoting literacy across Australia. 

We are excited to let families know that our school participates in the Scholastic Book Club program through Scholastic 

Australia. 

Book Club provides a wonderful opportunity for children to discover new books, build their home libraries and develop a 

lifelong love of reading. Research shows that children who read regularly for enjoyment develop stronger vocabulary, 

comprehension skills and confidence. 

Each issue features a wide range of carefully selected, age-appropriate books at affordable prices — including picture books, 

early readers, chapter books and activity titles. 

How it works 

• A catalogue will be sent home with students each issue. 

• Families can browse the catalogue together and select books of interest. 

• Orders are placed online via the LOOP system. 

• Books are delivered to the school and distributed to students. 

🔗 Order online via LOOP: 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP 

Every purchase also helps our school earn valuable rewards that can be used to purchase additional books and classroom 

resources for our students. 

There is no obligation to order — Book Club is simply an opportunity to support reading at home. Thank you for supporting 

reading at home.       

  

https://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If 

you have not connected and require a new sign in code, 

please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 
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