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Key Dates 
 

-Colour Explosion School Fun 

Run Fundraiser –May 6th 

 

-School Council Meeting -May 

10th 

-Naplan Testing (Grade 3 and 

5’s)- May 11th – 13th   
 

-Book Fair May 17th -19th 

 -Dental Van- 24th May – 4th June 

-Education Week- May 24th- 28th  
 

-Curriculum Day (Pupil Free 

Day) June 11th 

 

-Queen’s Birthday (Public 

holiday no school) 

-June 14th  
 

-Reports distributed to 

parents via Compass- June 

24th  
 

-Last day of Term 2- June 27th  
 

-Student Led Interviews 

July 20th  

 

-School Camp- (Grade 3-6) 

Sunnystones- August 18th-

20th 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

By John Mifsud, Acting Principal  

A huge welcome back to students, staff and families to what will be a really 

exciting term 2. As a school and community we have been engaging in 

frequent opportunities to identify, reflect and celebrate our past school 

improvement efforts over the past four years. This will certainly support the 

school review process that we will undertake over the term. It has also been 

a great process to identify opportunities for ongoing improvement and 

canvassing aspirations for our school, staff, students and community 

moving forward. The review is an important process that will result in the 

development of a new School Strategic Plan, helping to sharpen our 

collective efforts over the next four years. It is a really exciting time to be 

leading the school and I look forward to seeing what the future holds for 

Ardeer Primary School throughout 2021 and beyond.   

ANZAC DAY SERVICE 

Thank you to the Student Voice Team for leading a wonderful ANZAC Day 

commemoration ceremony at assembly on Friday 23rd. A big thank you to all 

the students for the respect that you displayed during this event. 

 

 

 

KINDER UPDATE 

The construction of the kinder project is well underway and is on track for 

completion by the end of the year. The plan is for the buildings to be 

constructed off site in Kinglake and will be delivered in a modular format on 



 

 

 

TERM 2 FUNDRAISING EVENT- COLOUR EXPLOSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDEER PLAYGROUP  

From Tuesday 2oth April, Ardeer Primary School and Youth Now will be 

partnering up to run a playground onsite for the remainder of 2021. The 

funding is for 12 months and will involve weekly sessions on a Tuesday 

morning from 8:45am for a 9am start. The program will run until 

approximately 12pm in our school library. The purpose of the program is to 

develop a family learning hub at Ardeer Primary School which improves social 

and vocational learning opportunities for local families with young children 

and to improve the transition of families into primary school life. If you require 

any further information please contact John Mifsud at the school or Coleen 

Bergen on 0400 865 103 or Email: colleen@youthnow.org.au 

 

COLOUR EXPLOSION 

We are so excited about our upcoming Colour Explosion scheduled for May 6th. Thank you to all that have 

donated money for this fundraising event. You have exceeded our expectations with the amount of money 

that you have raised, thank you all for your generosity.  If you could please ensure all cash donations are 

handed into the office by May 6th and a final total will be announced after that.  

Arrangements for the Colour Explosion Fun Run can be found below. Please ensure that your child 

has a white shirt for the event otherwise they will not be able to participate. If you would 

prefer to hand this shirt to your child’s teacher prior to the day, please feel free to do so. 

Please ensure that the shirt is clearly labelled with your child’s name on it. Thank you to all 

the parents that have volunteered to help out on the day, it is very much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 PREP TRANSITION  

LUNCH TIME ACTIVITIES 

Jo Vassallo is our school chaplain that works with us every Thursday.  

Recently she has organised a range of really popular lunch time activities. 

This week the students produced some awesome Lego models. If you have 

any unwanted Lego at home and are happy to donate it to the school for 

the students to use that would be greatly appreciated.  

REPORTS- (IMPORTANT INFORMATION) 

As of Semester 1, 2021 we will be using the Compass reporting 

platform to produce all student reports. You will only be able to access 

your child’s report via this digital platform, no hardcopies will be 

produced or distributed for each student. If you have not 

connected to Compass yet please do so ASAP. If you have lost your 

child’s unique code please see Jen in the office and she will provide 

you with a new one. The Compass portal is a great way to stay 

connected to the school and to receive the latest school news, check 

attendance and of course download your child’s report. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED STUDENT 

ABSENCES  

  

Fact sheet for parents/carers 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of absence using 

one of the following methods: 

1. Online: log the absence directly using your school’s IT platform.  

2. Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.  

3. Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason. 

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure 

the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 

 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as 
practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have 
not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

SMILE SQUAD- DENTAL VAN 

Notes went home a couple of weeks ago regarding the Smile Squad Dental  

Van that will be visiting our school. Please return consent forms to the office  

ASAP. The van will be onsite from the 24th May – 4th June. 

CAMP – GRADE 3-6 

We are so pleased to be able to run a school camp for grade 3-6 students. If you have 

not returned your orange note or were undecided, you have until Friday 30th April to 

say “Yes.” After Friday, names will be put on a waitlist in case other students pull out.    

 

 



 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your 
child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

What is your responsibility? 

You are legally required to ensure your child attends school every day or you must provide an explanation for their 
absence. You should let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your 
child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you 
provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be 
notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  

 

What is the school’s responsibility? 

The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the 
same day.  

Schools will let you know either by your school’s online communications app, SMS, phone call or email. If you 
can’t be reached because the school does not have your correct contact details (i.e. changed phone 
number, SMS/email failure notification received etc.), the school will attempt to make contact with any 
emergency contact/s nominated on your child’s file held by the school. Where possible, this contact will 
be made on the same day of the unexplained absence. 

 

Where can I learn more about the process for managing student absences? 

Ask your school for a copy of the Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for 
monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

GET CONNECTED 

  

All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important 

reminders, updates, letters, notes etc. will 

be circulated via this platform throughout 

2021. Please contact the office if you require 

a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

 

CONTACT US                              

ARDEER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

84-114 Suspension Street, Ardeer , 

3022 

Phone: 9363 1194 

Website: 

https://www.ardeerps.vic.edu.au/ 

Email: 

Ardeer.PS@education.vic.gov.au  

 

 

 

  

All families should now be connected to their 

child’s 2021 classes. This is a wonderful platform 

to see your child’s learning progression as you 

connect with their learning portfolio. If you have 

not connected and require a new sign in code, 

please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 



 

 


