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Key Dates 
 

 

-Curriculum Day (Pupil Free 

Day) June 11th (Cancelled) 

 

-Queen’s Birthday (Public 

holiday no school) 

-June 14th  

 

-Prep – 2 Sleepover 

-June 18th (T.B.C) 
 

-Reports distributed to 

parents via Compass- June 

24th  
 

-Last day of Term 2- June 27th  
 

-Student Led Interviews 

July 20th  

 

-School Camp- (Grade 3-6) 

Sunnystones-  

August 18th-20th 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

By John Mifsud, Acting Principal  

The capacity by staff, students and families to remain agile and adaptive in 

light of the disruption that the current Covid-19 climate continues to create 

should be commended. The rapid shift to remote learning in Weeks 7 and 8 

of Term 2 as a result of the 7 day lockdown and subsequent extension has 

meant that a vast majority of student across the school have transitioned to 

remote learning. I thank you for your support and understanding 

throughout these uncertain times.   

STAFFING NEWS 

I would like to notify the school community that after 15 years of service at 

Ardeer Primary School, Tanya Cauchi our Grade 3/4 classroom teacher will 

be leaving at the end of Term 2. It is always difficult when you lose great 

staff and she will be greatly missed, however I am extremely pleased that 

Tanya was able to secure a teaching position nearer to home. I am sure that 

she will not miss the very long commute each day! We thank Tanya for all of 

her work over the many years at our school. On behalf of all the staff, 

students and families at the school we wish her all the very best in her new 

role. I am sure that she will have many fond memories of her time at Ardeer 

Primary School. We also saw the departure of Alyshia Clarke (ES staff 

member in P/1B) earlier in Term 2. She sought to continue to develop her 

skills and was successful in obtaining a role at Sunshine SDS, working with 

the Allied Health Team. We wish her all the very best in her new role.  

KINDER UPDATE 

The construction of the kinder has continued to press on throughout the 

lockdown period and is still on track for the scheduled completion later in 

the year. The building is very impressive from the outside and the inside is 

no exception. It is a wonderful addition to our school and local community 

and we look forward to seeing it operational in 2022. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL REVIEW 

Our school review was completed over the course of Term 2. The process was a very rigorous analysis of a range 

of aspects of our school’s daily practices. This included the review of our teaching and learning program, VRQA 

minimum standards, Child Safe practices, policy documentation along with a range of other elements. The 

process resulted in the development of our new draft School Strategic Plan 2021- 2024. I look forward to sharing 

this plan with you all once it has been finalised. Thank you to all the staff, students and families that contributed 

to the review process. Your input and insights were invaluable in helping to shape our school direction over the 

next four years.  

 

 

 

REPORTS- (IMPORTANT INFORMATION) 

As of Semester 1, 2021 we will be using the Compass reporting 

platform to produce all student reports. You will only be able to 

access your child’s report via this digital platform, no 

hardcopies will be produced or distributed for each student. 

If you have not connected to Compass yet please do so ASAP. If you 

have lost your child’s unique code please contact Jen in the office and 

she will provide you with a new one. The Compass portal is a great 

way to stay connected to the school and to receive the latest school 

news, check attendance and of course download your child’s reports.  

STUDENT LED INTERVIEWS- (IMPORTANT INFORMATION) 

Information regarding our upcoming Student Led Interviews 

scheduled for Tuesday July 20th will be sent out soon. Families will 

be provided with information about how to navigate the School 

Interviews website in order to book their appointment. 

INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND 

We were so thrilled to receive confirmation that we were 

successful in obtaining a $200,000 grant as part of the Victorian 

State Government’s Inclusive Schools Fund.  The money will be 

spent on the design and construction of a new and innovative 

inclusive playground for the students of Ardeer Primary School. 

I submitted the application earlier this year and would like to 

thank Natalie Sulyeman for the wonderful support that she 

showed in support of our application. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION WEEK 

Education Week ran from Monday 24th – Friday 28th May. The theme this year was 

‘Building Connections’. The theme aimed to celebrate the connections between schools 

and local communities and sought to strengthen bonds with families and carers. A 

number of fun activities were held over the course of the week, including a whole school 

dress up parade. Students were asked to come dressed as a member of the local 

community. In addition, we held a learning open morning for all parents and carers and it 

was so wonderful to see such a great turn out. Thank you to Katrina Pantzopoulos for all 

your work and for the delightful Building Connections collage that you created. It 

showcases some of the key landmarks in our local Ardeer area. It looks great! 

 

 

DENTAL VAN UPDATE- (T.B.C) 

The Smile Squad dental van commenced their 

work with students across the school on June 

1. They were scheduled to complete another 

week of consultations with students, however 

with the snap lockdown this impacted the 

program. All being well, the plan is for the 

Smile Squad to return before the end of Term 

2 to complete their planned consultations 

with the students that missed out. They will 

be returning again later in Term 3 to carry out 

any dental procedures on students who have 

been granted consent from their parents to do 

so.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE WORKER IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

We are thrilled to have been successful in our grant application as part of the Regional Arts Victoria Creative 

Workers in Schools (CWS) program. The program provides the opportunity for 150 creative industry workers 

to undertake a six-month residency in Victorian government schools. Out school was partnered up with 

Elzette Bester who is the mother of Luka Robertson in Grade 6. We are so fortunate to have such a 

passionate and creative artist as part of our school community that shares a strong understanding of our 

school and local community. We welcome Elzette as a member of staff and look forward to seeing the 

creative work unfold over the remainder of Term 2 and all of Term 3. Read on to find out more about Elzette 

below. 

 

 



 

 

A word of encouragement to families: 

As we are a week into another lock down, I imagine families are beginning to feel restless with helping children 

navigate home learning, working from home or even dealing with the difficulties of lost employment and the 

financial stress that brings. Even though we have all been in this situation before, it doesn’t necessarily make it 

easier. 

I have 3 children at home myself and I am feeling some days are very long! I understand that every family’s 

situation is unique and the needs we have and pressures we face vary.  

If you can, try and see some silver lining in each day. It might be a nice message you received from a friend, 

taking a short walk in the sun or even just snuggling up with your child to watch some TV.   

When everyone in the household is home together, patience can wear thin some days and it can be hard to 

function if we are feeling more stressed than usual. Role modeling positive language and behavior for our 

children even when we feel tired ourselves can make such a difference. Telling our child that we love them, 

telling them a story about ourselves when you were their age, reading a book together, listening for questions 

your child asks, asking what their favourite part of the day was and most of all being encouraged that you are 

enough and that you’re the right parent for your child even when days are long. 

Jo Vassallo, Ardeer P.S Chaplain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Art Newsletter 

Special thanks to Gerry our most skilled and cheerful carpenter, as he has made it 

possible to display the mosaic projects that year 4-6’s have completed in term one. 

Mosaics are now displayed up on the outside wall, opposite the school playground. 

Whenever you get the chance and when it is safe to do so, Ardeer Primary school would 

like to invite the parents to come and have a look at all the beautiful work located near 

the office, next to the back door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Term Two 

Our students plunged directly into exploring art and crafts using different mediums 

involving wool and fabric available in the art room. This decision was made due to long 

2020 lockdown which had substantial drawing activities. We felt that it would be 

beneficial to explore art in different way for this semester. It has been a blessing that, 

all the students have managed to finish off their projects just before our 2021 lockdown 

- which you can see from the below pictures according to various grade levels. 

Prep, Ones & Twos 

Students enjoyed weaving furry wool on their bamboo hearts used to create heart faces. 

Here are some cute examples! There are many happy cheerful hearts along our school 

hallway happy to greet you as you to walk in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our talented children also completed weaving wool around a balloon, to create large 

looking yarn balls. These balloons were popped and created unique and amazing 

results, below.  They are currently up in the school hallway as decorations waiting for 

visitors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out this beautiful work to the left. 

Great job Liana!! 

 

 



 

Year Twos, Threes and Fours 

Students created their pop-up toy cone using fabric and paint as seen in the below 

pictures. This was not an easy project but we got through it all! So proud of everyone 

for their perseverance!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also created their own sculptural wool art using free 

imagination. The rule was to use two different colours and 

come up with a pattern while trying to keep the wool 

together. Here are some beautiful examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Fours, Fives and Six 

Students made use of pin wool art to create their pieces. The wooden plagues which were 

donated to the school were recycled with hard work of our carpenter Gerry who took the 

time to remove all the sticky metal as they had music awards and was not easy task. Gerry 

then repainted each wood in a striking dark colour to make them usable. As our school 

fully embraces recycling, these plagues are reused in a more exciting way in the form of 

pin art! Sustainability is no longer about doing less harm but it’s about doing more good 

in the form of art! Our students learned to use a hammer safely, handled nails and 

managed to complete their work with resilience. It was pleasing to see all students use 

these tools responsibly. Below designs were the result of their free imagination. 



 

  

This sewing has been completed already during lockdown. Line and blanket stitches have 

been taught which was supposed to be completed by the end of this term. Looking 

forward to seeing many more felt toys sewn together over the holidays! 

In term 3, the focus will be on learning how to draw 

and paint. Timing couldn’t have been better, as we 

are now blessed with Artist, Elzette Best. She 

comes from Regional Art Victoria and is extremely 

skilled at drawing and painting. We at Ardeer 

Primary feel extremely lucky as the students will be 

able expand on their learning from their art classes 

while working with Elzette. Working in smaller groups will mean more opportunity to 

enhance their drawing, painting and finishing new projects which can be showcased 

around our beautiful school. We really do have a beautiful community and it’s time to 

realise its full potential. Thanks to our principal, John Mifsud for organising and 

implementing this program.  



 

 

 

All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important 

reminders, updates, letters, notes etc. will be 

circulated via this platform throughout 2021. 

Please contact the office if you require a new 

sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2021 

classes. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s 

learning progression as you connect with their learning 

portfolio. If you have not connected and require a new sign 

in code, please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 


