
 

ARDEER PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

PURPLE PULSE 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

By: John Mifsud, Principal  

Welcome back to Term 3! I hope all families had a very restful break and 

managed to spend some quality downtime together over the holidays. 

The holidays were quite eventful. Among a range of other things, we managed a 

day trip to the very interesting Kryal Castle as a family. The biggest highlight by 

far was the very dramatic fire jousting battle. My boys thought this was the 

most amazing thing they had ever seen! A very close second had to be the 

hilarity that Emma and the boys seemed to experience at the sight of me 

becoming very lost and struggling to get out of the maze. I am always happy to 

know that I am the source of some good entertainment for my family!  

Over the break the school was buzzing with construction activity. It saw the 

commencement of our new inclusive playground, demolition and the 

reinstatement of a new undercover walkway that adjoins our main building and 

MP Room. We also saw the start of the demolition of the asphalt and concrete 

within this area. At the end of this project, we will see a significant upgrade to 

the drainage and quality of pathways in this space. Making it much safer for 

staff and students alike, with the inclusion of more green spaces to be used as 

outdoor learning spaces. 

There are no real quiet times in schools and Term 3 is no exception. Over the 

next term we will be working behind the scenes in planning for 2023. This 

includes the development of grade and staffing structures. 

If you have plans to move or change schools in 2023, could I please ask that you 

contact the school asap so that this can be built into our planning. 

Take care everyone and I look forward to seeing you all in and around the 

school. 

John Mifsud 

July 21st, 2022 

Key Dates 

Term 3 

-First Day of Term 3 

Monday 11th July 

 

- Responsible Pet Ownership 

P/1A and P/1 B 

Thursday 11th August 

 

-100 Days of Prep celebration 

Friday 12th August 

 

-Grade ¾,4/5 & 6  

9-day Swimming Program 

Monday 5th September - 

Thursday 15th September 

 

Last day of Term 3 

Early Dismissal 

2:15PM 

 

Term 3 School Holidays 

Saturday 17th September – 

Sunday 2nd October 

 

 

First day of Term 4 

Monday 3rd October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL UPDATE 

Dear Families,  

Just a reminder that Compass and Seesaw are used to communicate important information to families 

about upcoming events as well as day to day information. Student reports are also completed and 

communicated to families through Compass We are continuing to roll out different functions of Compass 

for both staff and families. If you are unsure how to access Compass or are unsure of your log in details, 

please make contact with either myself or our Business Manager Jen so that we can send you your log in 

details via email. There will also be a parent information night later this term which will provide 

information on how Compass can be used by families. 

Grade 3/ 4, 4/ 5 and 6 Swimming Program Term 3 

Students in the above grades will be participating in the Swimming Program later this term to build their 

confidence and skills in the water. Parent information and consent forms will be sent home with students 

this week, including payment information. This 9-day swimming program will run from the 5th September 

to the 15th September (inclusive). Please ensure that consent forms and payment arrangements are made 

by Tuesday 9th August, as students who return their forms after this date will not be able to attend.  

Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition 

Thanks to all families of Grade 6 students who submitted their 2023 Year 7 Placement Application. 

Information on which school your child has been placed at for 2023 will be communicated this week. If 

you are wishing to discuss your child’s placement, please contact me at the school. Any appeals of 

placements must be completed prior to 29th July, please contact me if you require information on this 

process.  

Road Safety 

There are lots of exciting building projects happening at Ardeer Primary School at present, this includes 

the replacement of asphalt where our school bus normally parks. While these works are taking place, our 

school bus needs access to parking out the front of the school gate in McLaughlin Street during pick up and 

drop off times. Please ensure that you do not park in this area if there are orange cones placed outside the 

school gate. McLaughlin Street is quite busy at pick up and drop off times. Please park your vehicle in 

designated areas only and do not stop in the middle of the road for your child to get into your car. It’s 

important that we are mindful of road safety during the busy pick up and drop off times.  

Christopher O’Brien 

 

 

Christopher O’Brien 



 

 

 MASK WEARING 

Please find below correspondence that was sent out via Compass regarding the strong 

recommendation for mask wearing for staff and students aged 8 and over throughout the 

winter season. 

I am writing to you further to the recent announcements by the Victorian government about public health 

measures to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses, especially influenza, throughout the 

remainder of the winter season. 

Schools received communication last night from the Department of Education outlining recommendations 

regarding mask wearing in schools throughout the winter season. 

It is strongly recommended by the Victorian Department of Health that face masks are worn in indoor settings, 

with face masks mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household contacts and attending 

school. This is because the wearing of masks is effective in reducing the transmission of COVID-19. 

What does this mean in practice for schools? 

 It is the department’s expectation that, through to the end of winter, students aged 8 and over and staff will 

wear masks when in class, except where removing a mask is necessary for clear communication or when a 

particular activity requires the removal of a mask. 

 Masks are not required to be worn outdoors but can be worn when physical distancing is not possible. This 

expectation should not constrain student participation in the full range of school activities, including music, 

sport and performances. 

Should there be any reason why your child cannot wear a mask, we please ask that you communicate this via 

email to ardeer.ps@education.vic.gov.au, so as to ensure all circumstances are respected and clear for all 

concerned. 

We extend our gratitude for your support and understanding. 

Yours sincerely 

John Mifsud and the APS Team 

 

STUDENT LED INTERVIEWS  

Thank you to all the families that were able to make it to the Student Led Interviews on Tuesday. I hope this 

provided you with an opportunity to celebrate with your child some of the rich learning that they have been 

engaged in over the semester. Please note, this is not the only opportunity that parents have to meet with 

teachers. Should you wish to touch base with your child’s classroom teacher, please feel free to do so by either 

contacting the school by phone or via Seesaw in order to arrange a suitable meeting time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 PARENT PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS 

As we are well into the school year now, I would like to thank all the families who have already made 

voluntary financial contributions for 2022.  

As detailed in previous correspondence, as a small school we operate with an extremely finite budget and 

your contributions make a huge difference to our school and the programs that we can offer.  

If you have not made a voluntary financial contribution for 2022 you can still do so Payment 

Methods: • EFTPOS • CASH • DIRECT DEPOSIT Account Name: Ardeer Primary School BSB: 063172 

Account Number: 10126125 Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 

 When paying by direct deposit please use your child’s SURNAME and 2022 PP as the reference e.g. 

“SMITH 2022 PP”  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 PREP ENROLMENTS & TRANSITION PROGRAM 

Planning is already underway for 2023. If you have a child eligible to start Prep next year, please let the 

school know ASAP. For a child to be eligible to start Prep in 2023, they must turn 5 before 30th April of 

the year they start school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAIDOC WEEK 

The students from across the school participated in a range of learning opportunities to acknowledge the 

importance of NAIDOC week. This culminated in a fantastic end of the week assembly where students 

from all year levels shared some of their learnings from across the week. This included class developed 

acknowledgements of country, facts about First Nations people and artwork inspired by our First 

Nations people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If 

you have not connected and require a new sign in code, 

please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 


