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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

By: John Mifsud 

Dear Families, 

As we approach the halfway mark of the final term of the year, the staff 

and leadership team are busy working on developing our strategic 

direction for the next twelve months. This will see the development of 

our 2023 Annual Implementation Plan. Although we have processes in 

place throughout the course of the year to monitor and reflect on the 

effectiveness of our ongoing work, it is always an exciting time of the 

year where we dig that bit deeper to acknowledge our collective efforts 

and seek opportunities to continue to drive school improvement.   

As part of this process, staff will work together to unpack a range of 

data that we have collected over the course of the year. This includes 

student Attitudes to School survey data, Parent Opinion and Staff 

Opinion survey data. It will also include the analysis of a range of 

achievement and wellbeing data including NAPLAN results. Also 

shaping this work will be our overarching four-year School Strategic 

Plan that was developed in 2021 as part of our school review process.  

As part of this process, it has been so pleasing to read the positive 

results of our 2022 Parent Opinion survey. The results are consistent 

with the feedback that we receive about our wonderful school and 

highlights the high importance that we place in the development of 

strong parent and school partnerships. 

 

 

November 10th, 2022 

Key Dates- Term 4 

--- 

Police visit- P/1 A & B 

Monday 14th November 

--- 

Prep Transition #1 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

(Parent info session) 

Friday 18th November 

---- 

Step up Day #1 P-5 

Monday 21st November 

--- 

Melbourne Zoo Excursion Grade 

2/3 & ¾ 

Thursday 24th November 

--- 

Prep Transition #2 

Friday 25th November 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

--- 

Election Day Fundraising BBQ 

Saturday 26th November 

7AM – 5PM 

--- 

Step up Day #2 P-5 

Monday 28th November 

--- 

Prep Transition #3 

Friday 2nd December 

9:00 AM – 12PM 

--- 

Grade 2/3 and ¾ Music 

composition excursion Arts Centre 

Melbourne 

Friday 2nd December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE (CON’T) 

Some of the highlights of this survey include the following responses: 

 
 

 
 
 

Factor 
Percentage of parents 

with a positive 
endorsement 

I feel the school values parent/caregiver/guardian’s contributions 
 

100% 

The school takes parent/caregiver/guardian’s concerns seriously 
 

100% 

The school has strong relationships with the local community 
 

89% 

The school always aims to improve the quality of education it provides 
 

100% 

The school has a clear understanding of its strengths and areas for 
improvement 

100% 

The school communicates the importance of respecting all cultural beliefs 
and practices 

 

100% 

School connectedness 
 

89% 

The teachers are very good at making learning engaging 
 

89% 

The school has clean and well-maintained facilities and grounds 
 

100% 

My child feels accepted by other students 
 

100% 

I feel the confident that this school prepares students for the next phase 
of their life/schooling 

100% 

 

Thank you to all families for taking the time to complete the survey. Please do not feel the need to wait 

until the next survey comes around to provide us with feedback that you feel would make our school 

better. Feel free to come and see us, send us an email or give us a call anytime. 

If you are happy to share your positive experiences as a result of your 

connection to the school, we encourage you to please share this. Feel free to 

showcase what a fantastic school and community Ardeer Primary School is by 

leaving a Google review. It will certainly help others to learn about our small 

but amazing school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hat Parade at Ardeer Primary School  

By Ellie Gr23 

On Thursday 3rd November, at 9AM, the students at Ardeer Primary School all wore the hats they 

made and signed different songs in Auslan. 

The reason why they did it was to celebrate the Melbourne Cup which was on Tuesday.  The students 

Art / Auslan teacher Ms Herrmann organise the celebration. 

There was a game which was a horse race. The winner was AJ from P/1A. 

MELBOURNE CUP HAT PARADE AND AUSLAN PERFORMANCE 

 

 

 

 A huge thank you to Dianne Herrmann for the amazing work that she put in to make our Ardeer 

Melbourne Cup hat Parade a success. It was such a fun morning and the students and staff looked 

fabulous.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

End of year School Concert and Art show – Monday 12th December 

Curriculum Day – Tuesday 13th December (No students attending) 

Grade 6 Graduation Night- Thursday 15th December 

 

 



 

The hats were made in Art and were made from everything from pompoms to straw. The kids did it 

all.  

Sadly, at the end of the parade, they all went back to their classrooms to learn. 

Hat Parade at Ardeer Primary School  

By Bright and Roman Gr 23 

On the 3rd of November, in the COLA, we did the hat parade.  We played a horse game. We did a song 

and also did it in Auslan. We had lots of fun. 

We did trivia and there were lots of questions that Mr M made. It was very good. 

The game was a horse race and it was cool.   

Hat Parade at Ardeer Primary School  

By Nabeki Gr 23 

Ardeer Primary School was celebrating a hat parade, it had songs to clap to, games to cheer on and 

trivia to play. 

It happened from 9:00AM to 10:15 in the COLA and was to celebrate the Melbourne Cup which is a 

special event. 

Hat Parade at Ardeer Primary School  

By Antony Gr23 

On a very cold Thursday morning, 9:00 AM– 10:00 AM on November 3rd, in the COLA, everyone at 

Ardeer Primary School participated in the special event.   

Some played a horse game, one from P1A, P1b, 23, 34, 45 and 6, AJ from P1A won. The horses names 

were Pharlap, Lucky, Rainbow, Speedy Gonzales and 2 more I forget. 

All the hats were different and special in different ways.   

Ms Herrmann organised everything. She did the hats with us in Art and taught us the songs in Auslan 

and set up the morning.  

The Melbourne Cup celebration was really fun. 

In the end, we went back to class.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sleepover Report 

By P and Denisa – Grade 23 

At the sleepover, the preps up to grade 2 came back to school at 5:00 PM on 

Friday night.  

There was pizza for dinner. The pizza was very yummy.  

After the pizza everyone watched a magician perform. His name was Tim 

Credible.  He put everyone in a bubble and it was amazing. 

After the magician we had a disco and Nicole was the DJ.  Some kids went home after 

the disco. They got a candy bracelet when they left. 

Everyone else got to watch a movie and then go to sleep.  

The sleepover was wonderful.  

  

GRADE PREP – 2 SLEEPOVER 

 

 

 
 A big thank you to all the staff that helped to make the 2022 P- 2 Sleepover a success. The students had 

a fun filled night including a magic show, disco, pizza dinner and movie. Not to mention a few snacks!  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AREA PRINCIPAL FORUM 

I was extremely proud of our brave school leaders who completed the Acknowledgement 

of Country in front of a huge audience of Principals and DET representatives last week at 

the Area Principal Forum. I was approached after a recent visit to our school by Area 

Executive Director Bronwen Heathfield. Bronwen was really impressed with our 

embedded culturally safe practices, particularly those focused on celebrating First Nations 

culture. What a real privilege and credit to our amazing staff, students, and families at 

Ardeer P.S. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YER 6 - KINDER BUDDIES 

 

 

 



 

School Information 2023 
     

Start of Term 1- School Dates 
Staff commence on Friday January 27th, 2023, this is for staff only. The office will be open for 
payments on this day.  
 

The first day of school for all Grade Prep-6 students is Monday 30th January 2023 
 
During the month of February, Prep students do not attend school on 
Wednesdays.  However, prep families will be asked to attend for a 60-minute assessment block on 
one of those Wednesday. Parents will be given the details to book this through the online portal 
‘School Interviews.’  

School Times 

8:45am – 9:00am School begins - Quiet reading in classrooms  

9:00am – 10:00am Session 1  

10:00am -11:00am Session 2  

11:00am- 11:10am Lunch – Indoor eating time  

11:10am-11:50am Lunch- Outdoor time  

11:50am – 12:45pm Session 3  

12:45pm- 1:45pm Session 4  

1:45pm – 2:15pm Recess  

2:15pm – 3:15pm Session 5  

YARD DUTY COMMENCES FROM 8:30am. NO STUDENTS SHOULD ARRIVE AT SCHOOL BEFORE THIS 
TIME UNLESS REGISTERED FOR BEFORE SCHOOL CARE. THE YARD IS UNSUPERVISED BEFORE 

THIS TIME. AFTER SCHOOL YARD DUTY IS BETWEEN 3:15pm – 3:30pm. Students that are not 
collected by 3:30pm will be taken to the after-school care program. 

 
 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?z=mZY2WI


 

 
Term Dates 
Term 1- All students commence Monday 30th January – Thursday 6th April 
Term 2- Monday 24th April – Friday 23rd June   
Term 3- Monday 10th July – Friday 15th September  
Term 4 -Monday 2nd October – Wednesday 20th December 
 
Swimming Program: 
Monday 27th February – Friday 10th March- (Grades 3/4, 4/5 and 6) 
Monday 7th August – Friday 18th August- (Grades P/1A, P/1B & 2/3) 

 
Interschool Sports 
Term 1 and 2 – (Grades 4/5 and Grade 6 only) 
 
Curriculum Days – No school 
There are 4 Curriculum Days in the year: 
-Friday 27th January 
-Friday 9th June  
-Monday 30th October   
-Tuesday 12th December  
 

Public Holidays – No School 
Labour Day – Monday 13th March 
ANZAC Day – Tuesday 25th April 
Queen’s Birthday – Monday 12th June (T.B.C) 
Melbourne Cup – Tuesday 7th November  
 
Camp and Sleepover 
Camp for students Grades 3-6 - T.B.C 
Sleepover P-2 -T.B.C 
 

Excursions 
All classes will attend excursions in 2023. Parents will be notified of these before the event and will 
need to provide consent and payment by the due date. All consent and payments must be returned by 
the due date, no late payments or consent will be accepted after this time. This is to ensure 
we meet our obligations to thoroughly plan for such events. This includes ensuring adequate student 
to staff ratios are maintained, arrangements regarding transportation and any other associated costs 
can be accurately planned and budgeted for. 
 
Stay Connected 
Ensure you are connected to COMPASS; these details will be sent to all new families. It is through 
COMPASS that you will receive all school updates, newsletters, urgent information and school 
reports. 
 



 

SEESAW is available for families to communicate directly with your child’s teacher, view photos and 
videos of student learning. Details are sent out at the start of each year so that you can connect to your 
child’s new classroom teacher.   

 
You can also keep up to date via our School Website ardeerps.vic.edu.au and our Instagram page 
ardeer.ps.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Change of Details 
Please make sure you send in any new information relevant to your family / child. This can include: 

● Change of address 
● Change of phone numbers 
● Change of emergency contacts or their details  
● Any legal documents – court orders / custody arrangements / Out of Home Care etc 
● Any medical plans / information for children with diagnosed illnesses or conditions 
● Asthma plans 

 

OSHC Provider 
In 2023 our OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) provider will be TheirCare. They offer care programs 
for: 
 
-Before and after school care 
-School holidays 
-All curriculum days 
The OSHC program runs Monday- Friday from 6:30AM to 6:30PM. For further information, visit 
www.theircare.com.au or call their support office on 1300 072 410 
 

State Schools Relief 
For families eligible to access State Schools Relief, there is now a nominal charge payable on the 
school specific uniform. This includes all polo shirts, windcheaters, rugby tops and jackets. The charge 
is different for each item, you can contact Jen in the office to discuss this further.  
  

Uniform 
All students are required to be in full school uniform each day. Information relating to the school’s 
uniform policy is available on our school website. We have an onsite uniform shop where families can 
purchase uniform items. A price list is available on our school website. It is compulsory that a school 
bucket hat is worn by all students in Terms 1 & 4. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

School Staffing 2023 
    

Principal John Mifsud 

Assistant Principal Chris O’Brien 

Business Manager Jen Gusman 

Classroom Teacher Mary Sanelli 

Classroom Teacher Rachel Orellana 

Classroom Teacher Katrina Pantzopoulos  

Classroom Teacher Arife Halil 

Classroom Teacher Janette Cronin 

Classroom Teacher Nikki Webster 

Art/AUSLAN Teacher Dianne Hermann    

Health and P.E Teacher  Tim Pham 

Education Support Jenny Allen 

Education Support Thu Nguyen 

Education Support Nicole Borg 

Education Support Leeanne Yates 

Education Support Chantal Lippens 

Education Support Kim Nguyen 

Education Support Maryam Demiri 

Education Support Jennifer Cancino 

Chaplain Jo Vassallo 

Music Percussionist Mark Grunden 

Bus driver Kristy Bartley 

 Casual Bus driver Eleni Moala 

Maintenance Gerry Romanyk 

IT Technician Jason Le 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If 

you have not connected and require a new sign in code, 

please see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


