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Ardeer Primary School 

Newsletter 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families, 

It has been a busy and exciting Term 3 already, with our students 
continuing to learn, grow and demonstrate our school’s values of Respect, 

Responsibility and Safety. 

Our staff continue to focus on strengthening high-quality teaching and 
learning across the school. A particular focus has been on explicit teaching, 
including the use of clear learning intentions and success criteria, helping 
students understand what they are learning, why they are learning it and 
what success looks like. 

A recent focus for our school community has been supporting our 
upcoming relocation into our new temporary classrooms. I would like to 
thank our staff for the significant planning and preparation involved in 
making this transition as smooth and safe as possible. We also appreciate 
the patience and support of families as we work through these temporary 
arrangements. Even with the move fast approaching, I have been so 
pleased to see the hard work by staff of ensuring continuity in learning 
remains. 

There are plenty of activities planned as we move through Term 3, and I 

am incredibly proud of the way our students and staff continue to 

embrace opportunities to learn, improve and succeed. 

We look forward to our fun-filled Book Week parade on Thursday 27th 
August and as always, love seeing as many families as possible during 
events such as these. 

Thank you to our families for your ongoing support and partnership. 
Together, we continue to Ignite minds and inspire excellence. 

 

 

August 20, 2026 

Key Dates 
--- 

District Athletics Day 

(Select students) 

Friday 21st August 

--- 

Book Fair 

Monday 24th – 28th August  

--- 

Book Week Parade 

Thursday 27th August 

--- 

Curriculum Day (Pupil free day) 

Monday 31st August 

--- 

Father’s Day Stall 

Thursday 3rd September 

--- 

Sovereign Hill Excursion Grade 
2/3 and 3/4 

Friday 11th September  

--- 

Last Day Term 3 

Friday 18th September  

(Early dismissal 2.30pm) 

--- 

First Day Term 4 

Monday 5th October 

--- 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Families,  

I feel so very lucky to be working at Ardeer PS this year, with all our wonderful staff, students and families.  

Last week, I was made to feel so very special on my first Assistant Principal’s day! Thank you to the whole school 
community for being so welcoming, supportive and kind to me this year!  

Our next subway lunch is on September 9th September. Ordering is now open if you want to get in early. More 
information on how to order from Subway can be found further down in the newsletter.  

We still have a small number of children’s fishing rods available in my office for any students who have an interest in 
using them.  

These have been gifted to the school by the Victorian Government in an effort to continue to grow recreational 
fishing participation in Victoria. Please let your child know they can come see me if they would like a fishing rod!  

Camp medical forms and payment information have gone out to our families who paid a deposit. If you have any 
questions about camp please reach out to me.  

Have a great weekend!  

Hollie Winfield 

BOOK FAIR 

Book Week includes our annual SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR which will run at selected times 
next week in the library.  

Book Fair Opening Hours 

Monday 24th August- 8:30am - 8:40am and 3:15pm- 3:30pm 

Tuesday 25th August- 8:30am - 8:40am and 3:15pm- 3:30pm 

Thursday 27th August- 8:30am - 8:40am and 3:15pm- 3:30pm 

Friday 28th August - 8:30am - 8:45am and 2:50pm – 3:30pm (open prior to and during 
assembly for parents’ and students from 3:15pm) 
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MOVING ARRANGEMENTS 

On the morning of Tuesday 18th August all students are required to enter our current 
building and classrooms when the music plays as per our regular arrangements. 

8:50am - 9:00am- Whole School Assembly (Students and Staff Only) 

We will host a brief whole school assembly in the COLA in the morning. This will be an 
opportunity to clarify expectations regarding the new portables, out of bounds areas 
and school expectations regarding attending the student toilets during class time in 
pairs, process for attending the office when required, not entering the classrooms 

during break times or playing on the ramps etc. 

Teachers will ensure all students are provided with the opportunity to: 

-become orientated with their new classroom space. 

-clarify arrival routines bag placement, drink bottles 

After our assembly on Tuesday 25th August 2026 onwards.  

All students are to commence arriving and will be dismissed from the relocatable 
spaces. No teaching will occur from the current permanent buildings from this point.  

Parents are asked to report to the relocatable temporary building to sign their child 
in/out. 

As per our regular routine, when the music is played in the morning, students will 

make their way to their new temporary classroom spaces. All classrooms will be 
labelled with a yellow sign on the classroom door indicating the classroom number 

and name of the teacher. Threw will also be signs located on the exterior of the 
buildings.  
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SUBWAY LUNCHES 

The school will be continuing our partnership with Canteen Hub and Subway in Term 3. 

Parents will have the opportunity to place an order from a limited Subway menu for their 
child which will then be delivered to the school at 1PM. Order will then be distributed to 

students in readiness for the school's lunch break at 1:15PM. 

There will be two opportunities scheduled for this term, and these will take place on 
Wednesday 12th August & Wednesday 9th September 2026. 

Parents will need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register register and register as a new user. (Attached is 
a user guide for your reference)  

  Ordering closes – 10.00am on the day prior (Tuesday). 

-All orders will be delivered in separate class cartons, and each lunch will be clearly 
labelled. Parental Support is available via the link below or using the HELP function on the 

website – 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   
https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhub and register as a new 

user. (Attached is a user guide for your reference) 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 

We will be holding a Father’s Day stall on Thursday 3rd September. 

There will be a selection of gifts specifically for dads. If you would like your child to 
participate, please enclose $7 in the envelope attached and return it to school by Friday 28th 
August. There will be a range of gift pack bundles for students to select from. There will be a 

limit of 1 bundle per student this year. 

Children that have paid and happen to be away on the Thursday can choose a gift on the 
following Monday. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.canteenhub.com.au%2Fregister&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.mifsud%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5a821262380d43302e3008dc6446b5fd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638495502138370624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7l4DmGf1Fk5Jzb0AXKAGOXo8t0lErdTP3pvcVSUFcaE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentsupport.canteenhub.com%2Fportal%2Fen%2Fkb%2Fcanteenhub&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.mifsud%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5a821262380d43302e3008dc6446b5fd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638495502138379732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nBcb%2F17O6vEJrE1pTocbyodpWSBCNLivwad1lAxC3rU%3D&reserved=0
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Mental Health in Primary Schools Program 

External supports available for families 

 

At times, families may need support from external agencies. If you are interested 

in engaging directly with external supports, there are various options available. 
 

The Orange Door (TOD) 

TOD can provide support for people experiencing relationship challenges or 

those who require support with the care and wellbeing of children and young 

people. You do not need a GP referral as self-referrals are welcome. 

Phone: 1800 271 046 

Email: bma@orangedoor.vic.gov.au 

 

Mental health care plan 

General Practitioners (GP) have the ability to develop a mental health care plan 

for individuals requiring support for some health conditions. This mental health 

care plan can provide access to various allied health professionals, such as 

psychologists and counsellors. To access this service, please see your local GP. 
 

Counselling 

Various agencies offer counselling support for individuals and families. Some 

agencies that service the area are listed below: 
 

Better Place Australia- https://www.betterplaceaustralia.com.au/counselling-

and-psychology/children-and-youth-counselling/ 

Tidda Counselling- 

https://www.tiddacounselling.com.au/contact-us/ 

Safe Place Therapy- 

https://safeplacetherapy.com.au/services/ 

 

If you hold a Health Care Card, are experiencing financial distress or if English is 

not your first language, please reach out to Hollie Winfield who can help to 

connect you with any services you require. 
 

https://www.betterplaceaustralia.com.au/counselling-and-psychology/children-and-youth-counselling/
https://www.betterplaceaustralia.com.au/counselling-and-psychology/children-and-youth-counselling/
https://www.tiddacounselling.com.au/contact-us/
https://safeplacetherapy.com.au/services/
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BALL GAMES UNDER THE COLA AND STUDENTS RIDING BICYCLES 

To help keep all students, families and staff safe, we are introducing some clear 
expectations around the use of our school grounds before and after school. 

COLA Area 
The COLA (Covered Outdoor Learning Area) is a busy location, particularly during 

arrival and dismissal times, with many students and families moving through the area. 
From now on, ball games are not to be played under the COLA before or after school. 

This includes kicking balls in this area. 

Students are welcome to play appropriate ball games on the Tiger Turf courts on the 
McLaughlin Street side of the school during these times. 

Please note: 

• Soccer and football are only to be played on the oval. 
• No balls are to be kicked under the COLA or Tiger Turf (McLaughlin St) 

• Students are expected to follow these expectations when arriving at and leaving 
school. 

Classroom teachers will reinforce these expectations with students, and it will be 
communicated at our next whole-school assembly, and I ask families to please support 

us by reminding children of these rules. 

Riding bikes at school 
I would also like to remind students and families that riding bikes around the school 

grounds before and after school is not permitted. Bikes should be walked while students 
are on school grounds. 

These expectations are in place to help ensure that our school grounds remain safe and 
accessible for everyone, particularly during our busy morning and afternoon periods. 
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Our students will soon be relocating to our new portable classrooms! As we make this 
exciting transition, our School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) expectations will 

help ensure the move is safe, positive and runs smoothly for everyone. 

Students will be encouraged to demonstrate our three school-wide values: 

-Respect – caring for our new learning spaces and showing consideration for others. 

-Responsibility – following instructions, looking after belongings and being ready to learn. 

-Safety – moving calmly and safely around the new classrooms and following school 
procedures. 

We look forward to supporting our students through this exciting change and seeing them 
Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Safe as they settle into their new learning spaces! 

FORWARD PLANNING FOR 2027 

Forward planning for 2027 is well underway. We have very strong enrolment numbers for 
our 2027 cohort next year. To start Foundation (Prep) in 2027, your child will need to turn 5 
years old by 30 April 2027. School is compulsory for children who have turned 6 years old. 

 If you are planning to move and you know your child will not be enrolled at the school in 
2027, can you please notify the school via email asap, ardeer.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

This will be highly supportive of our ability to ensure we have the correct staffing numbers 
next year. 

 

mailto:ardeer.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 
 

Mental Maths at Home (Foundation–Year 6) 

 

5 Fun Activities for Every Year Level 

Developing strong mental maths skills helps children become confident, efficient mathematicians. The 
Victorian Curriculum Version 2.0 encourages students to use flexible strategies rather than relying only 

on written methods or calculators. 

Foundation 

Count forwards and backwards to 20 while walking. 

Roll a die and say the number that is one more or one less. 

Count everyday objects without pointing to each one. 

Play "How Many?" using small collections of toys. 

Practise recognising numbers instantly on dice or dominoes. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERAC CON’T) 

Year 1 

Practise doubles (2+2, 5+5, 8+8). 

Play "Make 10" using playing cards. 

Count by 2s, 5s and 10s while travelling. 

Say the number before and after any two-digit number. 

Solve simple mental addition while shopping. 

Year 2 

Add and subtract multiples of 10 mentally. 

Play "Target Number" using three numbers. 

Estimate answers before calculating. 

Practise near doubles (6+7, 8+9). 

Use fact families (7+5=12, 12−7=5). 

Year 3 

Recall multiplication facts during car trips. 

Add three numbers mentally. 

Round numbers before estimating totals. 

Practise subtraction by counting on. 

Explain different ways to solve the same calculation. 

Year 4 

1. Use compensation (49 + 36 = 50 + 35). 

2. Multiply by 10 and 100 mentally. 

3. Estimate shopping totals. 

4. Play multiplication challenges with the family. 

5. Find two different strategies for each calculation. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY CON’T) 

Year 5 

1. Multiply using partitioning mentally. 

2. Estimate decimal calculations before solving. 

3. Use compatible numbers when adding. 

4. Complete daily "60-second mental maths" challenges. 

5. Explain why a strategy is efficient. 

Year 6 

1. Solve multi-step mental calculations. 

2. Estimate answers before using a calculator. 

3. Use known facts to solve unfamiliar problems. 

4. Compare different mental strategies for efficiency. 

5. Create your own mental maths challenge for the family. 

💬 Maths Talk Prompts 

• Which strategy did you use? 

• Is there a quicker way? 

• Can you solve it without writing it down? 

• Does your answer make sense? 

• Which strategy was the most efficient? 

Just 5–10 minutes of mental maths practice each day builds fluency, confidence and flexible thinking—
essential skills for success in mathematics throughout primary school. 
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Help local kids play footy & you could win a Toyota! 

Support Albion Football Club by entering the Toyota Good for Footy Raffle, with over 

$285,000 in prizes, including three Toyotas! 

100% of tickets sold through Albion’s page go directly to the club, helping provide 

equipment, facilities and affordable footy for local kids – including many students from our school 

community. 

toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/albioncatsfc 

Entries close 21 September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/albioncatsfc
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All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If you 

have not connected and require a new sign in code, please 

see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 


