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Ardeer Primary School 

Newsletter 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families, 

What a fantastic start we have had in our new temporary learning spaces! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our students, staff and families for the 

patience, flexibility and support they have shown throughout the relocation process. 

Moving an entire school into temporary classrooms is a significant undertaking, and I am 
incredibly proud of the way our school community has embraced the change. 

Since moving into the relocatable classrooms, it has been wonderful to see just how 

quickly our students have settled into their new surroundings. Walking through the 

classrooms and across the new learning spaces, it has been very clear that our students 

have adapted remarkably well. They have approached the change with enthusiasm, 
curiosity and a positive attitude, and it has been fantastic to see learning continue with 

very little disruption. 

Our staff have also done an outstanding job in preparing the new classrooms and ensuring 

that students feel comfortable, safe and ready to learn. While there are naturally some 

differences between our temporary spaces and our previous classrooms, the focus has 

remained firmly on providing students with a positive learning environment. 

I have been particularly impressed by the way our students have demonstrated our school 
values of Respect, Responsibility and Safety during this transition. They have listened 

carefully to new routines, taken responsibility for looking after their new spaces and shown 

respect for one another as we all adjust to our temporary surroundings. 

A big thank you also goes to our families for their understanding and cooperation, 

particularly as we have worked through changes to drop-off and collection arrangements 
during the relocation. 

This is an important milestone in our school’s building project, and while these classrooms 
are temporary, they are now very much part of our school community. Most importantly, 

they have quickly become places where our students are learning, laughing and growing 

together. 

I look forward to seeing the continued progress of our building project and, in the 

meantime, making the most of these new learning spaces. 

 

September 3, 2026 

Key Dates 
--- 

Father’s Day Stall 

Thursday 3rd September 

--- 

Robots in Residence 

Grade 4/5 and 5/6 

Tuesday 8th September 

--- 

Sovereign Hill Excursion Grade 
2/3 and 3/4 

Friday 11th September  

--- 

Last Day Term 3 

Friday 18th September  

(Early dismissal 2.30pm) 

--- 

Robots in Residence 

Grade 4/5 and 5/6 

Monday 14th September 

--- 

Arts Centre Performance 

2/3 and 3/4 

Tuesday 15th September 

--- 

First Day Term 4 

Monday 5th October 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Families,  

Our next subway lunch is on Wednesday 9th September. Ordering is now open if you want 
to get in early. More information on how to order from Subway can be found further down 
in the newsletter.  

*Attendance HEROs- Here, Everyday, Ready to Learn, On time.  

I am looking forward to celebrating our Term 3 attendance HEROs at the end of this term! 
In the last week, our HEROs with 98% attendance or above will be able to attend another 
pizza party! 

At this event, I will be taking feedback from students on other ways we can celebrate our 
attendance HEROs, so we can try something different for Term 4!  

Camp medical forms and payment information have gone out to our families who paid a 
deposit. If you have any questions about camp please reach out to me.  

Hollie Winfield 
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BOOK WEEK 2026 

One of the annual highlights at Ardeer Primary School is our Book Week celebration. Last week, we celebrated the joy of reading 

and the importance of books through a wonderful range of activities and events. 

Highlights included a special visit from a representative of Brimbank Libraries, who distributed showbags to all our students, our 

Scholastic Book Fair, the popular Guess the Teacher’s Favourite Book competition, and, of course, our much-anticipated annual 

Book Week Parade. 

It was fantastic to see almost every student embrace the spirit of Book Week by dressing up as a favourite book character. Even 

more wonderful was seeing so many parents and families attend the parade and share in the celebration with our students. 

A very special thank you to Mary Sanelli for her organisation and coordination of the many Book Week activities, and to all our 

staff for their support. Thank you also to our parents and, most importantly, our students for their incredible enthusiasm and 

participation. 

 

It was wonderful to see our school community come together to celebrate books, reading and the joy of learning. It 
was certainly a Book Week to remember! 
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SUBWAY LUNCHES 

The school will be continuing our partnership with Canteen Hub and Subway in Term 3. 

Parents will have the opportunity to place an order from a limited Subway menu for their 
child which will then be delivered to the school at 1PM. Order will then be distributed to 

students in readiness for the school's lunch break at 1:15PM. 

There will be two opportunities scheduled for this term, and these will take place on 
Wednesday 12th August & Wednesday 9th September 2026. 

Parents will need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   

https://app.canteenhub.com.au/register register and register as a new user. (Attached is a 
user guide for your reference)  

  Ordering closes – 10.00am on the day prior (Tuesday). 

-All orders will be delivered in separate class cartons, and each lunch will be clearly 
labelled. Parental Support is available via the link below or using the HELP function on the 

website – 

Parents will first need to create a Canteen Hub Account -   
https://parentsupport.canteenhub.com/portal/en/kb/canteenhub and register as a new 

user. (Attached is a user guide for your reference) 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.canteenhub.com.au%2Fregister&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.mifsud%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5a821262380d43302e3008dc6446b5fd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638495502138370624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7l4DmGf1Fk5Jzb0AXKAGOXo8t0lErdTP3pvcVSUFcaE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentsupport.canteenhub.com%2Fportal%2Fen%2Fkb%2Fcanteenhub&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.mifsud%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5a821262380d43302e3008dc6446b5fd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638495502138379732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nBcb%2F17O6vEJrE1pTocbyodpWSBCNLivwad1lAxC3rU%3D&reserved=0
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Mental Health in Primary Schools Program 
Anxiety in children 

 
Anxiety is a normal emotion that everyone may experience. It is an internal emotional 
state that may be experienced when stressed. Anxiety can be our body’s response to 

situations perceived as threatening. Temporary anxiety is normal, but persistent anxiety 
is not. 

 
Some common age-appropriate anxieties include: 

 
 

Anxieties can be demonstrated by children in various ways, including: 

 
 

For further reading, please see the following resources: 
Royal Children's Hospital- Anxiety in children 
Raising Children Network- Anxiety in children 

 

If you are concerned about your child’s wellbeing:  

• Reach out to your child’s classroom teacher. Following this, if they are noticing 

the same concerns, they may reach out to the Assistant Principal for further 

support.  

• Call Parentline on 13 22 89 for telephone counselling services.  

• Make an appointment for your child at the GP to make a mental health care 

plan and seek further advice.  
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It has been an exciting time at Ardeer PS as we have moved into our new 

portable buildings. Our students have done a fantastic job settling into their 

new spaces and, most importantly, showing our school values of Respect, 

Responsibility and Safety. 

We are so proud of the way students have followed expectations, looked after 

our new spaces and supported each other during the move. We look forward 

to seeing our students continue to demonstrate our school values and make 

our new learning spaces a positive place for everyone! 

 

If you are concerned about your child’s wellbeing:  
• Reach out to your child’s classroom teacher. Following this, if they are 

noticing the same concerns, they may reach out to the Assistant Principal for 
further support.  

• Call Parentline on 13 22 89 for telephone counselling services.  
• Make an appointment for your child at the GP to make a mental health care 

plan and seek further advice.  
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 

Addition & Subtraction Strategies at Home Foundation–Year 6 
 

 
 
Addition and subtraction are more than knowing a written algorithm. Across primary school, students develop 

flexible strategies, number sense, fluency and reasoning so they can choose an efficient way to solve a 
problem. 

 
Families can support this learning with short, everyday activities. 

 
Foundation 

1. Count On – Start with a number and count forwards to find how many altogether. 
2. Make 10 – Use toys or counters to find different ways to make 10. 

3. One More, One Less – Give a number and ask, "What is one more? What is one less?" 
4. Story Problems – Use everyday situations: "We have 4 apples and buy 3 more. How many?" 

5. Show It Another Way – Encourage children to use objects, drawings, fingers or counting to explain their 
answer. 

 
Year 1 

1. Make 10 to Add – Solve 8 + 5 by making 10 first. 
2. Count On – For 7 + 4, start at 7 and count on four. 

3. Doubles – Use known doubles to solve nearby facts, such as 6 + 7. 
4. Number Line Jumps – Draw a number line and show addition or subtraction with jumps. 

5. Everyday Problems – Ask children to solve simple addition and subtraction problems while shopping or 
cooking. 

 
Year 2 

1. Partition Numbers – Break numbers into tens and ones to make calculations easier. 
2. Bridge Through 10 – Use 27 + 6 by adding 3 to reach 30, then adding the remaining 3. 

3. Count Back or Count On – Discuss which strategy is more efficient for subtraction. 
4. Compensation – Change a number to make it easier, then adjust the answer. 

5. Create a Problem – Give your child an answer and ask them to invent an addition or subtraction problem. 
 

Year 3 
1. Partition and Recombine – Solve 48 + 35 by separating tens and ones. 

2. Compensation – Solve 398 + 25 by thinking 400 + 25 − 2. 
3. Count Up for Subtraction – Use jumps from 368 to 400, then to 425. 

4. Estimate First – Estimate the answer before calculating exactly. 
5. Compare Strategies – Solve the same calculation two different ways and discuss which is more efficient. 

 

 
1. Flexible Partitioning – Choose how to split numbers to make a calculation easier. 
2. Compensation – Adjust numbers to create a friendly calculation. 
3. Efficient Subtraction – Compare counting back, counting up and partitioning. 
4. Mental Maths – Practise adding and subtracting multiples of 10, 100 and 1,000. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING SPOTLIGHT- (NUMERACY) 

Year 4 
1. Flexible Partitioning – Choose how to split numbers to make a calculation easier. 

2. Compensation – Adjust numbers to create a friendly calculation. 
3. Efficient Subtraction – Compare counting back, counting up and partitioning. 

4. Mental Maths – Practise adding and subtracting multiples of 10, 100 and 1,000. 
5. Reasonableness Check – Estimate an answer and decide whether the exact answer makes sense. 

 
Year 5 

1. Multiple Strategies – Solve calculations using partitioning, compensation or other mental strategies. 
2. Large Number Challenge – Practise adding and subtracting large numbers using efficient methods. 

3. Decimal Addition – Add prices and amounts using place value understanding. 
4. Estimate Before Calculating – Round numbers first to predict a reasonable answer. 

5. Which Is Best? – Give two strategies and ask your child to explain which is more efficient and why. 
 

Year 6 
1. Efficient Mental Strategies – Choose the most efficient strategy for different calculations. 
2. Large Numbers – Add and subtract large whole numbers and explain the strategy used. 

3. Decimals in Real Life – Calculate shopping totals and change using decimal numbers. 
4. Multi-Step Problems – Solve problems requiring several addition and subtraction steps. 

5. Prove It! – Ask your child to explain why their strategy works and how they know the answer is reasonable. 
 

Maths Talk Prompts 
 

Rather than asking only "What's the answer?", try: 
 

- "How did you work it out?" 
- "Can you find another way?" 

- "Which strategy is most efficient?" 
- "Can you estimate first?" 

- "How do you know your answer is correct?" 
- "Can you explain your thinking?" 

 
Remember 

 
The goal is not simply to calculate quickly. We want children to develop flexible, efficient strategies and 

confidence in explaining their mathematical thinking. 
 

Even 5–10 minutes of purposeful maths conversation at home can help strengthen addition and subtraction 
fluency. 
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Help local kids play footy & you could win a Toyota! 

Support Albion Football Club by entering the Toyota Good for Footy Raffle, with over 

$285,000 in prizes, including three Toyotas! 

100% of tickets sold through Albion’s page go directly to the club, helping provide 

equipment, facilities and affordable footy for local kids – including many students from our school 

community. 

toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/albioncatsfc 

Entries close 21 September 2026 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/albioncatsfc
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All families were sent letters with their own 

unique code. Please download the Compass 

app and connect ASAP. Important reminders, 

updates, letters, notes etc. will be circulated via 

this platform throughout 2022. Please contact 

the office if you require a new sign in. 

Please follow us on Instagram 

Ardeer.PS 

All families should now be connected to their child’s 2022 

class. This is a wonderful platform to see your child’s learning 

progression as you connect with their learning portfolio. If you 

have not connected and require a new sign in code, please 

see your child’s teacher ASAP. 

GET CONNECTED 


